
 
Biography  
Lisa L. Wynn is Professor in the School of Social Sciences (Discipline of Anthropology) at Macquarie University in Sydney,
Australia.  She received her PhD in 2003 from Princeton University's Anthropology Department, then subsequently held
two postdoctoral research positions at Princeton's Office of Population Research and Center for Health and Wellbeing. 
Her research has been supported by grants from the Social Science Research Council, the Australian government's Office
of Learning and Teaching, and the Australian Research Council, and she has won both the Vice Chancellor’s Teaching
Excellence Award from Macquarie University and a national teaching award from the Australian Office of Learning and
Teaching.  She has conducted fieldwork in Egypt since 1998, with a focus on tourism, gender, reproductive health
technologies, sexuality, and religion. She also conducts research in Australia on ethics review bureaucracies and on lay
understandings of infectious disease.  She has served on the editorial boards of Maternal and Child Health Journal and
Contraception, and is Associate Editor of the journal American Ethnologist starting in 2022. She has served as President
of the Austalian Anthropological Society (2020) and on the AAS Executive Committee (2018-2021). She is the author of 2
monographs, the co-editor of 3 edited books, and has published several dozen book chapters and journal articles.
See Lisa's Google Scholar profie 
Selected publications:
Monographs:

Love, Sex, and Desire in Modern Egypt: Navigating the Margins of Respectability (2018, University of Texas Press). 

 

 

Pyramids and Nightclubs (2007, University of Texas Press). Named Leeds Honor Book of 2008 by the Society for Urban,

National, and Transnational/Global Anthropology (SUNTA). 

 

 
Edited Books: 

Sex in the Middle East and North Africa (2022, Vanderbilt University Press).  Co-edited with Angel M. Foster. 

 

 

Abortion Pills, Test Tube Babies, and Sex Toys: Emerging Sexual and Reproductive Health Technologies in the Middle

East and North Africa (2017, Vanderbilt University Press). Co-edited with Angel M. Foster. 

 

 

Emergency Contraception: The Story of a Global Reproductive Health Technology (2012, Palgrave Macmillan). Co-edited

with Angel M. Foster.   
 
Book Chapters:

Wynn, L.L. (2022). “Defining Transactional Sex in Egypt.”  In Sex in the Middle East and North Africa, L.L. Wynn and

Angel M. Foster, eds.  Vanderbilt University Press. 

 

Foster, Angel M. and L.L. Wynn (2022). “Sex in the Middle East and North Africa: Complicated legacies and the politics of

representation.”  In Sex in the Middle East and North Africa, L.L. Wynn and Angel M. Foster, eds.  Vanderbilt University

Press. 

Lisa Wynn
Professor
Macquarie School of Social Sciences
Email: lisa.wynn@mq.edu.au
Phone: +61 2 9850 8095



 

Wynn, L.L. (2021). “Masculinity under siege: the use of narcotic pain relievers to restore virility.”  In Konstantina Isidoros

and Marcia Inhorn, eds., Arab Masculinities: Anthropological Reconceptions in Precarious Times. Bloomington: Indiana

University Press 

 

Wynn, L.L. (2016). “‘Viagra Soup’: Consumer Fantasies and Masculinity in Portrayals of Erectile Dysfunction Drugs in

Cairo, Egypt.” In Wynn and Foster, eds., Abortion Pills, Test Tube Babies, and Sex Toys: Exploring Reproductive and

Sexual Technologies in the Middle East and North Africa. Nashville: Vanderbilt University Press, pp.159-171. 
 
Articles:

Wynn, L.L. (2021). “The Pandemic Imaginerie: Infectious Bodies and Military-Police Theater in Australia.”  In Strong,

Trnka, and Wynn, eds. Colloquy: “Proximity as an Ethical Problem During Covid-19.” Cultural Anthropology 36(3): 350-

359, https://doi.org/10.14506/ca36.3.02. 

 

 

Wynn, L.L. and Mark Israel (2018). “The Fetishes of Consent: Signatures, Paper, and Writing in Research Ethics Review.”

American Anthropologist, DOI:10.1111/aman.13148. 

 

 

Wynn, L.L. and Angel M. Foster (2018). “Muftis in the Matrix: Comparing Online English- and Arabic-language Fatwas

about Emergency Contraception.” Journal of Middle East Women’s Studies 14(3): 314-332. 

 

 

Wynn, L.L. (2017). “What is wrong with ethics review, the impact on teaching anthropology, and how to fix it: results of an

empirical study.” The Australian Journal of Anthropology 28(3): 269–285.  

 

 

Wynn, L.L. and Saffaa Hassanein (2017). “Hymenoplasty, virginity testing, and the simulacra of female respectability.” 

Signs: Journal of Women in Culture and Society 42(4): 893-917. 

 

 

Wynn, L.L. (2016). “’Like a Virgin’: Hymenoplasty and Secret Marriage in Egypt.” Medical Anthropology 35(6): 547-559. 
 
 
Employment 

 
Book

Professor
Professor
Macquarie School of Social Sciences
Macquarie University
1 Jan 2022 → present



Love, sex, and desire in modern Egypt: navigating the margins of respectability
Wynn, L. L., 2018, Austin: University of Texas Press. 248 p.

  
Pyramids and nightclubs: a travel ethnography of arab and western imaginations of Egypt, from King Tut and a colony of
Atlantis to rumors of sex orgies, urban legends about a marauding prince, and blonde belly dancers
Wynn, L. L., 2007, 1 ed. Austin, TX: University of Texas Press. 279 p.

 
 
Edited Book  
Sex in the Middle East and North Africa
Wynn, L. L. (ed.) & Foster, A. M. (ed.), 2022, Nashville, USA: Vanderbilt University Press. 300 p.

  
Abortion pills, test tube babies, and sex toys: emerging sexual and reproductive technologies in the Middle East and North
Africa
Wynn, L. L. (ed.) & Foster, A. M. (ed.), 2017, Nashville, TN: Vanderbilt University Press. 252 p.

  
Emergency contraception: the story of a global reproductive health technology
Foster, A. M. (ed.) & Wynn, L. L. (ed.), 2012, United Kingdom: Palgrave Macmillan. 323 p.

 
 
Journal Articles  
Affective cartographies of collective blame: mediating citizen–State relations in Aotearoa/New Zealand and Australia
during the COVID-19 pandemic
Trnka, S. & Wynn, L. L., Nov 2023, In: Anthropology in Action. 30, 2, p. 1-13 13 p.

  
The fetish economy of sex and gender activism: transnational appropriation and allyship
Hassanein, S. & Wynn, L. L., Apr 2023, In: Feminist Theory. 24, 2, p. 125-150 26 p.

  
Ti binni ruyubi, beyond binaries and median points: methodological reflections on brownness in the field and intersectional
reflexivity
Perez Toledo, R. & Wynn, L. L., Mar 2023, In: HAU: Journal of Ethnographic Theory. 13, 1, p. 179-193 15 p.

  
The coloniality of dating apps: racial affordances and Chinese men using gay dating apps in Sydney
Perez Toledo, R. & Wynn, L. L., 2023, In: International Journal of Communication. 17, p. 5149-5169 21 p.

  
Testosterone vs. steroids: comparing the disciplined bodywork projects of performance and image enhancing drug users
in Australia
James, E. & Wynn, L. L., Sept 2022, In: International Journal of Drug Policy. 107, p. 1-7 7 p., 103776.

  
'Safe sex': evaluation of sex education and sexual risk by young adults in Sydney
Cook, M. A. & Wynn, L. L., 22 Nov 2021, In: Culture, Health and Sexuality. 23, 12, p. 1733-1747 15 p.

  
"We have to make sure you meet certain criteria": Exploring patient experiences of the criminalisation of abortion in
Australia
LaRoche, K. J., Wynn, L. L. & Foster, A. M., 8 Sept 2021, In: Public Health Research and Practice. 31, 3, p. 1-8 8 p.,
e30342011.

  
"L'enfer, c'est les autres": proximity as an ethical problem during COVID-19
Strong, T., Trnka, S. & Wynn, L. L., Aug 2021, In: Cultural Anthropology. 36, 3, p. 341–349 9 p.

  
The pandemic imaginerie: infectious bodies and military-police theater in Australia
Wynn, L. L., Aug 2021, In: Cultural Anthropology. 36, 3, p. 350-359 10 p.



  
Research ethics committees, ethnographers and imaginations of risk
Bell, K. & Wynn, L. L., 30 Dec 2020, (E-pub ahead of print) In: Ethnography. 22 p.

  
"We've got rights and yet we don't have access": exploring patient experiences accessing medication abortion in Australia
LaRoche, K. J., Wynn, L. L. & Foster, A. M., Apr 2020, In: Contraception. 101, 4, p. 256-260 5 p.

  
The fetishes of consent: signatures, paper, and writing in research ethics review
Wynn, L. L. & Israel, M., Dec 2018, In: American Anthropologist. 120, 4, p. 795-806 12 p.

  
Muftis in the matrix: comparing online English- and Arabic-language fatwas about emergency contraception
Wynn, L. L. & Foster, A. M., 1 Nov 2018, In: Journal of Middle East Women's Studies. 14, 3, p. 314-332 19 p.

  
What is wrong with ethics review, the impact on teaching anthropology, and how to fix it: results of an empirical study
Wynn, L. L., Dec 2017, In: The Australian Journal of Anthropology. 28, 3, p. 269-285 17 p.

  
Hymenoplasty, virginity testing, and the simulacrum of female respectability
Wynn, L. L. & Hassanein, S., 2017, In: Signs. 42, 4, p. 893-917 25 p.

  
‘Like a Virgin’: hymenoplasty and secret marriage in Egypt
Wynn, L. L., 1 Nov 2016, In: Medical Anthropology: Cross Cultural Studies in Health and Illness. 35, 6, p. 547-559 13 p.

  
The impact of ethics review on a research-led university curriculum: Results of a qualitative study in Australia
Wynn, L. L., Apr 2016, In: Journal of Empirical Research on Human Research Ethics. 11, 2, p. 180-190 11 p.

  
Evidence of global demand for medication abortion information: An analysis of www.medicationabortion.com
Foster, A. M., Wynn, L. L. & Trussell, J., Mar 2014, In: Contraception. 89, 3, p. 174-180 7 p.

  
Ethnographers' Experiences of Institutional Ethics Oversight: Results from a Quantitative and Qualitative Survey
Wynn, L. L., Jan 2011, In: Journal of Policy History. 23, 1, p. 94-114 21 p.

  
Would you say you had unprotected sex if... ? Sexual health language in emails to a reproductive health website
Wynn, L. L., Foster, A. M. & Trussell, J., Jun 2010, In: Culture, Health and Sexuality. 12, 5, p. 499-514 16 p.

  
Can I get pregnant from oral sex? Sexual health misconceptions in e-mails to a reproductive health website
Wynn, L. L., Foster, A. M. & Trussell, J., Feb 2009, In: Contraception. 79, 2, p. 91-97 7 p.

  
Shape shifting lizard people, Israelite slaves, and other theories of pyramid building: notes on labor, nationalism, and
archaeology in Egypt
Wynn, L. L., Jun 2008, In: Journal of Social Archaeology. 8, 2, p. 272-295 24 p.

  
Harm reduction or women's rights? Debating access to emergency contraceptive pills in Canada and the United States
Wynn, L. L., Erdman, J. N., Foster, A. M. & Trussell, J., Dec 2007, In: Studies in Family Planning. 38, 4, p. 253-267 15 p.

  
Women seeking emergency contraceptive pills by using the internet
Wu, J., Gipson, T., Chin, N., Wynn, L. L., Cleland, K., Morrison, C. & Trussell, J., Jul 2007, In: Obstetrics and Gynecology. 
110, 1, p. 44-52 9 p.

  
Images of American sexuality in debates over nonprescription access to emergency contraceptive pills
Wynn, L. L. & Trussell, J., Nov 2006, In: Obstetrics and Gynecology. 108, 5, p. 1272-1276 5 p.

 



Providing medication abortion information to diverse communities: use patterns of a multilingual web site
Foster, A. M., Wynn, L., Rouhana, A., Diaz-Olavarrieta, C., Schaffer, K. & Trussell, J., Sept 2006, In: Contraception. 74, 3,
p. 264-271 8 p.

  
The social life of emergency contraception in the United States: Disciplining pharmaceutical use, disciplining sexuality, and
constructing zygotic bodies
Wynn, L. L. & Trussell, J., Sept 2006, In: Medical Anthropology Quarterly. 20, 3, p. 297-320 24 p.

  
Reproductive health, the Arab world and the internet: usage patterns of an Arabic-language emergency contraception web
site
Foster, A. M., Wynn, L., Rouhana, A., Polis, C. & Trussell, J., Aug 2005, In: Contraception. 72, 2, p. 130-137 8 p.

  
The morning after on the internet: Usage of and questions to the emergency contraception website
Wynn, L. & Trussell, J., Jul 2005, In: Contraception. 72, 1, p. 5-13 9 p.

  
The romance of Tahliyya Street youth culture, commodities and the use of public space in Jiddah
Wynn, L., Jul 1997, In: Middle East Report. 204, p. 30-31 2 p.

 
   
Sex, that act, intercourse, doing it: the language of sexual health in e-mails to the emergency contraception website
Wynn, L. L., Foster, A. & Trussell, J., Aug 2007, In: Contraception. 76, 2, p. 167-167 1 p.

 
  
 
Book Chapters  
'Being there' during lockdown: a phenomenological perspective on ethnography of the pandemic present and research
methods for the future
Wynn, L. L. & Trnka, S., 2022, A research agenda for COVID-19 and society. Matthewman, S. (ed.). Cheltenham, UK ;
Northampton, USA: Edward Elgar Publishing, p. 175-194 20 p.

  
Blurred lines between transactional sex and paramarital relationships in Egypt
Wynn, L. L., 2022, Sex in the Middle East and North Africa. Wynn, L. L. & Foster, A. M. (eds.). Nashville, USA: Vanderbilt
University Press, p. 189-210 22 p.

  
Masculinity under siege: the use of narcotic pain relievers to restore virility in Egypt
Wynn, L. L., 2022, Arab masculinities: anthropological reconceptions in precarious times. Isidoros, K. & Inhorn, M. C.
(eds.). Bloomington, USA: Indiana University Press, p. 190-210 22 p.

  
Queer sociality in the Gulf in the early 2000s: a continuum of outness and silence mediated by class privilege
Hassanein, S. & Wynn, L. L., 2022, Sex in the Middle East and North Africa. Wynn, L. L. & Foster, A. M. (eds.). Nashville,
USA: Vanderbilt University Press, p. 78-94 17 p.

  
Masculinity under siege: the use of narcotic pain relievers to restore virility
Wynn, L., 2020, (Accepted/In press) Arab masculinities: anthropological reconceptions in precarious times. Isidoros, K. &
Inhorn, M. (eds.). Bloomington: Indiana University Press

  
When ethics review boards get ethnographic research wrong
Wynn, L. L., 2018, The SAGE handbook of qualitative research ethics. Iphofen, R. & Tolich, M. (eds.). London: SAGE
Publications, p. 248-262 15 p.

  
"Viagra soup": consumer fantasies and masculinity in portrayals of erectile dysfunction drugs in Cairo, Egypt
Wynn, L. L., 2017, Abortion pills, test tube babies, and sex toys: emerging sexual and reproductive technologies in the
Middle East and North Africa. Wynn, L. L. & Foster, A. M. (eds.). Nashville: Vanderbilt University Press, p. 159-171 13 p.



  
Writing affect, love, and desire into ethnography
Wynn, L. L., 1 Jan 2015, Phenomenology in Anthropology: A Sense of Perspective. Ram, K. & Houston, C. (eds.).
Bloomington, USA: Indiana University Press, p. 224-247 24 p.

  
Social class and sexual stigma: local interpretations of emergency contraception in Egypt
Wynn, L. L., Hafez, H. M. A. & Ragab, A., 2014, Critical issues in reproductive health. Kulczycki, A. (ed.). Dordrecht:
Springer, Springer Nature, p. 85-102 18 p. (Springer Series on Demographic Methods and Population Analysis; vol. 33).

  
Hymenoplasty and the relationship between doctors and muftis in Egypt
Wynn, L. L., 1 Jan 2013, Studying Islam in Practice. Marranci, G. (ed.). Abingdon, UK; New York: Taylor & Francis, p. 34-
48 15 p.

  
The birth of a global reproductive health technology: an introduction to the journey of emergency contraception
Wynn, L. L. & Foster, A. M., 2012, Emergency contraception: the story of a global reproductive health technology. Foster,
A. M. & Wynn, L. L. (eds.). New York: Palgrave Macmillan, p. 3-17 15 p.

  
United States: activism, sexual archetypes, and the politicization of science
Wynn, L. L., 2012, Emergency contraception: the story of a global reproductive health technology. Foster, A. M. & Wynn,
L. L. (eds.). United Kingdom: Palgrave Macmillan, p. 39-55 17 p.

  
Marriage contracts and women's rights in Saudi Arabia: Mahr, Shurūt, and knowledge distribution
Wynn, L., 2008, The Islamic marriage contract: case studies in Islamic family law. Quraishi, A. & Vogel, F. E. (eds.).
Cambridge, Mass: Islamic Legal Studies Program, Harvard Law School, p. 200-214 (Harvard series in Islamic law).

 
 
Book Reviews  
John of God : The Globalization of Brazilian Faith Healing
Wynn, L. L., 2017, In: The Australian Journal of Anthropology. 28, 3, p. 383-384 2 p.

  
Live and die like a man: gender dynamics in urban Egypt by Farha Ghannam
Wynn, L. L., Nov 2015, In: Journal of Middle East Women's Studies. 11, 3, p. 337-339 3 p.

  
Conflicted antiquities: Egyptology, Egyptomania, Egyptian modernity
Wynn, L., 2010, In: Comparative Literature. 62, 3, p. 305-307 3 p.

  
Living with Djinns: understanding and dealing with the invisible in Cairo
Wynn, L., 2008, In: Middle East Journal. 62, p. 710-711 2 p.

  
Protecting catalhoyuk: Memoir of an archaeological site guard
Wynn, L. L., Dec 2007, In: American Anthropologist. 109, 4, p. 763-764 2 p.

  
Belly dance: Orientalism, transnationalism, and harem fantasy
Wynn, L., Aug 2006, In: International Journal of Middle East Studies. 38, 3, p. 454-456 3 p.

 
 
Website  
Human research ethics for the social sciences and humanities
Wynn, L., Mason, P. & Everett, K. L., 2009, North Ryde, Sydney : Macquarie University.

 
 
Journal Letters (reporting peer reviewed research)



A national survey of experiences with ethics review
Wynn, L. L., Israel, M., Thomson, C., White, K. L. & Carey-White, L., Dec 2014, In: The Australian Journal of
Anthropology. 25, 3, p. 375-377 3 p.

  
Ethics review regimes and Australian anthropology
Wynn, L. L., Dec 2014, In: The Australian Journal of Anthropology. 25, 3, p. 373-375 3 p.

 
 
Creative Works 


