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Preface
There’s never been a more exciting time to be involved with health informatics. In the
last few decades, health informaticians have established the knowledge base and practical expertise to facilitate the development of ever-more capable technical systems,
increasing connectivity, expanding access and greater mobility of e-health and information management systems. We have seen the evolution from simple computer based
records to systems that allow intra-organisational, national, even international communication and information exchange. We have also seen progress in e-health and most
recently m-health, facilitating access to information and advice almost anytime, anywhere. The health informatics community is now building on this strong foundation,
taking a central role in the digital transformation of the healthcare sector. The Australian National Health Informatics Conference (HIC), Australia’s premier health informatics event, is a key avenue for facilitating this transformation. This Conference, organised by the Health Informatics Society of Australia (HISA), with the support of the
Australasian College of Health Informatics (ACHI), provides the ideal professional and
social environment for clinicians, researchers, health IT professionals, industry and
consumers to integrate, educate and share their knowledge to drive innovative thinking,
to enhance services and allow greater consumer involvement. This is emphasised in the
primary theme of the 2016 Conference: Digital Health Innovation for Consumers, Clinicians, Connectivity, Community.
The papers in this volume reflect this theme, highlighting the cutting edge research
evidence, technology updates and innovations that are seeing the digital transformation
of the healthcare sector. The papers are indicative of the wide spectrum of work encompassing major theoretical concepts, examples of key applications of new technologies and important new developments in the field of health informatics. They emphasise the central role that health informatics and e-health play in connecting information
systems, being smart with data, and enhancing both practitioner and consumer experience in healthcare interactions. Welcome to the innovation boom.
This year’s program maintains the high standard of papers for which the conference is well-known. All papers were blind-peer reviewed by three experts in the field
of health informatics. These reviewers are widely considered to be prominent academics and industry specialists. The contribution of the Australasian College of Health Informatics, particularly the voluntary participation of Fellows, in supporting this review
process is gratefully acknowledged. Similar contributions made by many senior and
experienced members of the Health Informatics Society of Australia is also acknowledged. Forty papers underwent the initial review and feedback process. Resubmitted
papers were then validated by the Scientific Program Committee to ensure that reviewers’ recommendations were appropriately addressed or rebutted. In total 20 papers were
selected for inclusion in this volume. Congratulations to all the authors.
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