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PART 5 Global Athens 

Dr Mia Bryce 
Macquarie University 

Images of a Greek Goddess in 
Anime: Athena and Nausicaa 
in Nausicaii of the Valley of the 
Wind 

Abstract 
Greek mythology is a rich and powerful inspiration shared by numerous 

people in different times and place, without which, numerous artistic works 

worldwide would not have been created. In Japan, despite being far from 

their place of origin, Greek gods and their stories have also been a part of 

the commonly shared culture- initially through children's stories, and often 

related to the constellations. Having a deep-seated animism ('feel' rather 

than theorised religious belief) as a fundamental element of their culture, the 

Japanese exhibit obvious affinity to Greek mythology and to its humanlike 

gods in different forms, powers, and emotions, and their relationship to each 

other and with humans. 

Introduction 
Bennett (1976: 5) articulated, 'Polytheism is previous as a way to 

distinguish the modes of power in nature, the sort of distinction without 

which science could not exist; anthropomorphism as a means of relating those 

powers to the human mind and psyche for which psychology has yet to find 

an equivalent modality.' Similar to the deities in Greek mythology, the oldest 

existing Japanese records, Kojiki and Nihon shoki, depict human-like gods/ 

superior beings and their relationships to each other and to humans. Japan 

has been polytheistic/pantheistic and even amalgamated the gods in the 

ancient, animistic Shinto into Buddhism. Folklore also includes various stories 
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